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MISSION: 

impact their health and quality of life. 

  

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thank you for your incredible support this year! 

In 2016, Cancer Legal Line celebrated our 9th year of service to the Minnesota cancer community. 

During the year, our staff and volunteer a�orneys provided cri�cal legal care services to 432
Minnesotans with a combined total of 528 different legal issues. 2016 marks our biggest year of 
service to date and we are profoundly grateful to you, our donors, founda�on partners, and 
community champions who make our work possible. 

Because of you, we were able to increase our outreach, resul�ng in serving 17% more clients in 2016 
than we did in 2015. This year, an incredible 41% of our clients are living with Stage IV cancer. This 
represents a 15% increase in Stage IV clients compared 2015. All of those who turn to us for legal 
care are not only dealing with the physical and emo�onal toll of cancer, but a host of related legal 
issues that threaten to detrail their financial security and family stability. 

Our clients are profoundly grateful for the legal care we provide, and we, in turn, are grateful for your 

investment in our mission and outreach. Thank you for making legal care a reality in Minnesota. 

With warmest regards and gratitude, 
Lindy Yokanovich
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WHO WE SERVE

24%

15%
10%

38%

7%
6%

In 2016, Cancer Legal Line provided free legal care to 
432 Minnesota cancer pa�ents, survivors & caregivers, 
who experienced a total of 528 different legal issues. 

2016 CANCER LEGAL LINE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas R. Smith, MD
HealthEast (Retired) 
Chair
                    Greg Moore  
Bremer Bank
Treasurer 

Eileen Hunter, Esq.
3M 
Secretary  

Tracey Baubie, Esq.
Comprehensive Research Group

Breast Cancer

Lung Cancer

Oral, Head & Neck Cancer

Colon Cancer

All Other Cancers

82% 
of Cancer Legal Line's 
clients live in the 

Avergage age of 
Cancer Legal Line's 
clients:

61% women

39% men

55

Peter Carlson, Esq. 
The Nerdery 

Joel Greenwald, MD, CFP
Greenwald Wealth Management, Inc. 

Michelle Gustafson, MSSW, LICSW
Pyschological Resources, LLC

Melissa Lundquist, PhD, MSW, LGSW
University of St. Thomas

Jada Piriuis
Community Member

Amy Spomer, MD 
Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer Center

Lindy Yokanovich, Esq. 
Founder & Executive Director 
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IMPACT

Insurance14%

Employment11%

Other11%

21%

Housing & Financial16%

Legal Planning27%

In 2016, we helped 
432 clients gain 
peace of mind and 
meet basic needs 
through legal care in 
the following areas:

“I believe that you
 saved my job. HR told  me I 
would not be able to be out 

longer. I did exactly as you said. 
My employer reviewed my form 
and granted me additional leave 

under the ADA. Thank you 
so much.” -Chris

"We are living in a sea of 
undone-ness. Your help has 
been a great relief."  -Mike

“I no longer have energy 
for full-time work, but 

the bills haven’t changed. 
Cancer Legal Line has been a 

lifeline for me.”  -Martha                                    

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY...

"“I had so many 
questions and no 

direction. You’ve given 
me something to grasp 

onto.” -Joanne

""I wish I had 
called you a long 
time ago." - Bev
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2016 VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS OF THE YEAR:    Kate Mackinnon & 
 Sarah Demers 

 

OUR ATTORNEY VOLUNTEERS

Katherine MacKinnon and Sarah Demers are the perfect embodiment of generosity of spirit and the heart combined 
with legal expertise. Cancer Legal Line was delighted to honor them as our 2016 Volunteer Attorneys of the Year. 

Kate and Sarah practice together and are among the very few attorneys in the state helping people whose disability, 
pension, or life insurance benefits have been denied. It is this critical help they have provided to over a dozen Caner 
Legal Line clients over the last 4 years. 

One such client “Sue” contacted us shortly after receiving some terrible news. Sue was told that her long term 
disability benefits provider was denying further monthly payments of the benefits she had been receiving for the 
last two years. Sue was living with Stage IV throat cancer, and was wholly unable to return to work. Just like that, her 
sole income of $1959 was gone quite literally overnight. When she contacted us, Sue said she had been sick for three 
days from the stress of this news.

Kate and Sarah immediately offered to help, and even drove to Sue’s home to help her as with only $7 left to her 
name, she did not have enough money for gas to drive to their office. The dynamic duo was able to get the wrongful 
denial of benefits righted, and now Sue has income to pay her modest mortgage payment, her health insurance 
premiums, co-pays, medications, food and all the other expenses of life that don’t stop. 

The legal care Kate and Sarah provided prevented Sue from losing her townhome to foreclosure and becoming 
homeless, from losing her insurance and continuity of medical care, and helped to maintain her dignity in the face of 
all she has lost as a result of her cancer diagnosis. 

Stuart Bear 
Thomas Berreman
Aaron Bransky 
Margo Brownell
Brea 
    Buettner-Stanchfield
Betsy Butwin
Celeste Culberth 
Dwight Cummins 
Michael Davey 
Malcolm Davy 
Greg Deckert 
Sarah Demers 
Stuart Deuring 
Michael Divine 
Sheila Engelmeier
Shannon Enright 
 

John Fabian 
Charles Firth 
Fay Fishman 
Joseph Flanders 
Tracey Galowitz
Matt Guttman 
Christopher Harristhal 
Jessica Hofrichter 
David J. Holt 
Melissa Houghtaling 
Katherine 
    Wertheim Iacarella 
Theresa Johnson
Ryan S. Johnson 
Cameron Kelly 
Sheila Kelly 
Megan Kraby 

Margaret Kyle 
Claire Langton-Yanowitz 
John Laver 
Catherine London 
Nicolet Lyon 
Kate MacKinnon
Christopher Motz 
Susan D. Olson
David M. Pederson 
Ferdinand Peters
Dennis Peterson
Bridget-Michaele Reischl
Adam Rohne 
Erika Stein Rosenhagen 
Jennifer Rutz 
Jon Schindel
Debra A. Schneider 
 

William J. Schroeder 
Sally Silk
Richard D. Snyder
Lucas Spaeth 
Michael Steinlage
Denise Yegge Tataryn 
Joni Thome 
Anthony Toepfer
Robin Tutt 
Mary Watson 
Judith K. Wilson
Deborah Zeller 
Julian J. Zweber 
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We are forever grateful to the generous individuals, families, 
sponsors, businesses, and foundations who make our work possible. 

FOUNDATION GRANTS

CORPORATE & 
ASSOCIATION 
SUPPORTERS

EVENT SPONSORS

DONORS

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Anonymous 
Amazon Smile 
Boulay 
Evereve, Inc. 
iHeart Markets Group 
Mairs and Power, Inc. 
Minnesota Society of
    Clinical Oncology
Nossaman LLP 
SeilerSchindel 
Sibley Hockey Booster
    Club, Inc.
The Nerdery 

Baillon Thome Jozwiak 
    & Wanta 
Chestnut Cambronne 
Ciresi Conlin LLP 
Comprehensive Research 
    Group
Delta Dental of Minnesota 
Engelmeier & Umanah 
Faegre Baker Daniels 
Green Wealth Management 
HealthPartners/Park Nicollet 
Minnesota Oncology 
MN Gastroenterology 
Robins Kaplan 
The Nerdery

Anonymous
Mica Anders 
Kirk & Dory Anderson 
Tara Anderson 
Rich & Lisa Anderson 
Steven & Shannon Arndt 
Ben & Brianna Axelrod 
Tim & Kathy Ball
Mike Bander
Kerry & Cindy Baubie 
Tracey Baubie & 
    Deb Anderson 
Stuart Bear & 
    Marsha Schoenkin 
Joy Benn 
Donna Bennett 
Keith & Rogene Bergquist 
Mike & Melissa Berthelsen 
Amanda Bishop 
Denise Blumberg-Tendle
Laura Booth
David & Sandy Brandt 
Tyler Brimmer &
     Amanda Young 
Elizabeth Brown
Susan Burger
Dawn Bushnell 
Peter & Laura Carlson 
Jim & Debbie Cascalenda
Bruce & Carol Carter 
Michelle Champion 
Jill Chang 
Marty Chester
Melissa Christenson 
Peter Clements & 
    Sara Wagner 
Deborah Clemmemsen
Michael Cohen & 
    Leslie Goldstein 
 

Elizabeth Cowan Wright 
Joan Cramer
Jon Crow 
Dwight & Becky Cummins 
Michael & Sharon D’Agostino 
Craig Dahlke 
Karen Dean 
Rich & Brenda DeMarco 
Joan deMeurisse 
Steven Dercks & 
    Amanda Klosterman 
Kristin Dery 
Debi Dorsey 
Kenneth Edstrom 
Gail Emerson 
James & Nancy Erickson 
Charlie & Lisa Firth 
Lindsay Flint & 
    Theresa Kjellgren
Forrest Flint
Jamie Flom 
Ruth Flynn 
Bill Foley 
Ross Formell 
Jon Friedell & Jada Pirius 
Holly Garland Langworhty & 
    David Langworthy 
Josh & Anne Gathje 
Katherine Goodrich 
Dr. Joel Greenwald & 
    Dr. Carol Grabowski
David Grimsrud 
Michelle Gustafson & 
    Rob Delaune 
Ron & Kathy Hanson 
Kathy & Mike Harrington 
Dave & Ann Heffelbower
Mark & Teresa Henneman
Victor & Annmarie Hernandez

Otto Bremer Trust
Richard M. Schulze Family
    Foundation 
Susan G. Komen Minnesota
The Fredrikson & Bryon 
    Foundation

5



2016 ANNUAL REPORT   I   6

 

Thank you for 
your support!

Craig & Yvette Hewitt
Paul M. Hoffman 
Jen Hogan 
Margaret Holahan 
Lynn Holly 
Jaqueline Holmbeck 
Tom & Theresa Hughes 
Eileen Hunter & 
    Stuart Krahn
John & Ruth Huss 
David & Lisa Isola 
Frances G. Iverson 
Theodore Jessen 
Bill & Beth Johnson 
David & Tracy Johnson 
Cynthia Jones-Klausing & 
    Janice Klausing 
Jim & Nancy Joyce 
Joelle Jrolf  
Jim Justen & 
    Martha Swanson
Heather Kaiser
Julie Karos 
Wendy Kaufmann 
Kenneth & Sandra Keister 
Justin & Sheila Kelly 
Connie Keran
Shauna Kieffer 
Matt Kilby 
Amy Klosterman 
Bob & Joan Knowlan 
Lawrence & Jane Koenig 
Katharine Kornblum 
Kristine Kosek 
Matthew Kramer
Doug & Jean Kretchmer
Diane & Allen Kuperman
Glen Ladwig 
Joe Lally
Andy & Betsy Landherr
Mark & Nadine Leahy 
Mitch & Jeanne Leppicello 
Nicholas Lewandowski
Hans Lodge
Christian Loger
Marilyn Lundberg

Hollis Lundquist
Kate MacKinnon 
Melinda Maher
Dr. Shawn & 
    Kathleen Mallery 
Katherine Mattson
Lisa McCarty
Frank & Leslie McEvoy 
Susan McGinnis &
    Jinger Gustafson 
Jane McKim
Sara Meslow & 
    Paul Vahle
Lincoln Mark Michael
Alison Midden
Justin & Elizabeth Miller 
Randy Miranda
Ryan Miske
Sarah Mithun 
Greg & Brenda Moore
Scott Moriarity 
Jodi Morris 
David & Maureen Mulloy 
Karl Ness 
Aileen Nimmer 
Christine Niska 
Sharon Oswald
Laurie Overstad 
Beth & Charles Payne 
Kathy Peter &
    Cindy Davis 
Ferdinand & 
    Gisela Peters 
Judy Peterson
Theresa Peterson 
Steve Pincus & 
    Michelle Strangis 
Pete & Jennie Pinnow 
Jeff & Susan Piper 
Joel Poeschl & 
    Jeanne Pemble 
Paul & Jean Quehl 
Jim Quinn 
Keith & Jody Radtke
Chris & Rachel Rank 
Dr. Jeff Rank 

Kristin Rasmussen 
Kate Razavi 
Susan Revier
Patrick Rooney
Randi Ilyse Roth
Michele Roy 
Jennifer Roy
Mark Rudolph 
Tori Sadler 
Bob & Stacy Salmi 
Dr. Mark & 
    Margie Sborov
Chris & Cindy Schreier
Rachel Schromen
Tim & Denise Seck
Michael & Elaine Serling 
Jill Shannon  
Amy Sheil 
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe 
Hugh Smeltkap 
Joan Smith 
Michael & Susan Smith 
Robert & Debbie Smith 
Scott & Linda Smith 
Tom & Laurie Smith 
Valerie Sorenson 
Lucas & Priscilla Spaeth 
Dr. Amy Spomer 
    & Sally Yelkin 
Maura Steblay 
Jeanne Steele 
Carrie Stephens 
Cati Stone 
Bruce & Charry Stone 
Jake & Kris Suro 

Kimmy Tanaka 
Pam Thein 
Mary Thomas 
Susan Thoresen 
Perry & Melinda Tinjum
Suzanne Todnem
Maureen Tyra 
Kelly Umhoefer 
Tatyana Volk 
Marilee Votel-Kvall 
Jim & Linda Walsh 
Pam Wandzel 
Paula Warford 
Todd & Kristen Weaver 
Robert & Eileen Weber 
Paul Wegleitner
Dr. Daniel  
    & Pamela Weisdorf
Carol Weitz 
Mary Welfling 
James & Sasha Wells 
Kathleen Wenger
Mark & Val Werness
David Weyerhaeuser 
James P. Wicker
Wendy Wildung
Tom & Mollie Wise
Julia Wolfe
Sharon Wolfe 
Pamela Wostrel
Mai & Chue Yang
Stevan & Cherilyn Yasgur 
Ken & Anika Yokanovich 
Paul & Lindy Yokanovich 
 Tyler Young
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Income
 

Foundation Grants                                  $165,248
Contributions                         $62,842
Event Contributions & Income             $53,296
(net of expense)

Program Service Revenue                      $1,650
Total Income                                          $283,036

    

Expenses
 

Programs & Services                              $221,384
Administrative                                            $39,074
Fundraising                                                   $38,382

Total Expense                                       $298,840

Net Income                                               ($15,804)

2016 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Program Service Revenue

55%
20%

16%

9%

72%

16%

12%

Programs & Services

Fundraising

Assets
Cash                                                               $114,341
Accounts Receiveable            $6,923
Prepaid Expenses                                         $12,841                 

Total Assets                                           $134,105

    

Liabilities & Net Assets
 Accounts Payable                                        $9,375
Net Assets, Unrestricted                         $87,230
Net Assets, Restricted                             $37,500                                           

Total Net Assets                                   $124,730                                   

Total Liabilities & Net Assets         $134,105                   


