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Cancer Legal Care engages the law to resolve 
financial and legal challenges for Minnesotans 
affected by cancer. Staff and volunteer attorneys 
serve cancer survivors anywhere in the state, 
regardless of cancer type or where they receive 
care. Our model is unique in the nation - and 
it’s working.

Cancer Legal Care began in 2007 with a desire 
to fill a gap in services for cancer patients by 
making legal care available. Much has changed 
since our earliest days, but we always come back 
to the same question with which we started: 

Who will be there if we are not?
Today, our work is more necessary than ever. Cancer’s financial devastation is 
so overwhelming, it now has its own term of art: financial toxicity. Increasingly, 
the costs of cancer - income loss, high deductibles, crushing debt - wreak 
havoc on those already undergoing the greatest threats to physical and 
emotional well-being of their lives. 

Providing legal care at a critical time helps our clients and their loved ones 
experience improved financial security, family stability, health, and 
well-being. Our theme for this year’s report comes from a client who thanked 
us for “calming the waters.” In these pages you will meet Sharon, Linnell, and 
Luella and Alan, who generously share their experiences and the impact legal 
care has had on their lives.

This peace of mind is possible because of the generous support of our donors 
and volunteers. You are creating a better way here in Minnesota, changing 
lives every day - and we are so grateful.

Thank You

Jada Pirius
Board Chair

Lindy Yokanovich, Esq.
Founder & Executive Director
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How Your Gift is Changing Lives 
After receiving legal care . . . 
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Volunteer Attorneys
Frances Baillon

Margaret Barrett

Stuart Bear

Jeremy Berg

Howard Bolter

Aaron Bransky

Eric Brever

Gay Clapp

Dwight Cummins

Michael Davey

Malcolm Davy

Perry de Stefano

Kim Decker

Greg Deckert

Sarah Demers

Stuart Deuring

Michael Divine

Elliott Elm

Sheila Engelmeier

Brenna Erdmann

Robert Everhart

Charles Firth

Fay Fishman

Eric Friske

Jenny Fuller

Tracey Galowitz

Adam Gillette

Jessica Grace

Laura Gurney

David Holt

Theresa Johnson

Ryan Johnson

Christopher Jozwiak

Cameron Kelly

Sheila Kelly

Gauri Kokate

Megan Kraby

Kathy Kuehl

Claire Langton-Yanowitz

John Laver

David Lewis

Catherine London

Nicolet Lyon

Kate MacKinnon

Dustin Massie

Cassie Navarro

Matthew Nolan

Paula Norgaard

Abbie Olson

Ferd Peters

Dennis Peterson

Maria Pitner

Bridget-Michaele Reischl

James Renken

Adam Rohne

Erika Rosenhagen

Jennifer Rutz

Jon Schindel

Jeffrey Schmidt

Debra Schneider

William Schroeder

Rachel Schromen

Sally Silk

Richard Snyder

Joni Thome

Tony Toepfer

Robin Tutt

Lynn Wartchow

John Wehrly

Judi Wilson

Anna Yakle

Julian Zweber
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VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR
CHARLES V. FIRTH, ESQ.

Charlie Firth, CLC’s 2018 Volunteer Attorney of the Year, is a shining example of 
our incredible volunteer attorneys. For years, Charlie has generously provided 
his expertise in the area of employment law. Recently, Charlie assisted Sharon’s 
family in successfully resolving a challenging situation following her sister’s 
passing. (Read more below.) Charlie is a champion for those in need and is an 
integral part of CLC’s mission in action.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: SHARON’S STORY

The day after Christmas in 2017, my sister was diagnosed with renal cell 
carcinoma - kidney cancer. It’s very hard to detect, and unfortunately when 
they found it was already stage IV. 

She went in to her employer of 12 years, told them that she had cancer and 
that she’d let them know what her treatment plan was going to be. The 
following week, they eliminated her position. 

They gave her 12 weeks of severance. A week and a half after the funeral, 
they wanted the money returned pro rata from the time she died. My 
brother-in-law didn’t know what to do or where to turn. He’d been married 
to my sister for 36 years.

A friend of mine told me to contact 
Cancer Legal Care. They got back to 
me right away, and within two days 
we had a volunteer employment 
attorney - Charlie Firth, one of the 
best in Minneapolis. He was able to 
take it over; he made it okay. We’re 
so grateful to Cancer Legal Care for 
taking that pressure off. 
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The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge 
Minneapolis provides free lodging for cancer 
patients receiving medical care in the 
Twin Cities. With funding from the Richard 
M. Schulze Family Foundation, CLC held 
monthly legal clinics at the Lodge, helping 
26 clients from Greater Minnesota in the 
comfort of this home away from home.

COMMUNITY PARTNER OF 
THE YEAR: BILL FOLEY

Recently retired from a career in the 
health insurance industry, Bill Foley now 
volunteers his vast knowledge to help CLC 
clients with health insurance disputes. 
Imagine dealing with your worst insurance 
nightmare during a catastrophic illness; 
Bill helps people get through it. For three 
years, Bill has helped rescue clients from 
a black hole of stress, confusion, and 
frustration. Getting coverage reinstated, 
making sure expensive treatments are 
covered, helping clear up billing problems 
. . . you name it, Bill can help. Bill’s expertise 
has had a profound and positive impact 
on our clients’ finances and peace of mind.

EVENT SPONSORS

Allina Health
Baillon Thome Jozwiak & Wanta
Chestnut Cambronne
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Comprehensive Research Group, Inc.
Engelmeier & Umanah
Faegre Baker Daniels
Fish & Richardson
Good Day Cafe - Bad Day Bar
Greene Espel PLLP
Greenwald Wealth Management
HealthPartners Park Nicollet Cancer   
  Program
Minnesota Oncology
Nerdery

LEGAL CARE AFFAIR

Our annual Legal Care Affair fundraiser was held on September 27, 2018. The 
event gives us an opportunity to honor volunteers and partners who help make 
our work possible. 

NONPROFIT PARTNER OF THE YEAR: HOPE LODGE



7CALMING THE WATERS

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: LINNELL’S STORY

In 2017, my husband Jim was diagnosed with glioblastoma - a stage IV brain 
cancer. He had fallen, and was also starting to make errors that were unlike him. 

We were facing a gap in our insurance, and learned we would have to switch 
mid-year . . . which meant starting a whole new deductible. 

I don’t think any of us expect to have to deal with cancer, but legal problems 
weren’t something we expected either. There’s a high learning curve with 
cancer. 

We were referred to Cancer Legal Care through the care team at the hospital. 
They acted quickly and were very supportive. They were able to sort out what 
was available to us. Not having to be concerned about the financial aspects . . . 
it was a big burden that was lifted. They were incredible. 

There’s a lot of loss with cancer. But there’s also 
a lot of gains: family and friends, the incredible 
people we didn’t even know who came out to 
support us in this journey. 

That includes Cancer Legal Care: Lindsay and 
the rest of the team, and the supporters who 
make this service possible for families like ours. 
It has affected us profoundly in a positive way. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: LUELLA & ALAN’S STORY

Luella: We are both cancer survivors. He’s five years for throat/larynx cancer, 
and I’m a three-time 31-year breast cancer survivor. 

That is a lot of money . . . and people with cancer don’t really have that type of 
money to work with.

I asked Cancer Legal Care, do you do powers of attorney, do you do estate 
planning? And they said, “Yes.” . . . It shocked me, because everything costs 
money nowadays. And when you find organizations like that, where you don’t 
have to pay anything, but they’ll sit down, one on one, and talk with you and let 
you know . . . it was a blessing.

Alan: Every day is supposed 
to be meaningful. To know I 
feel good today, so I’m going 
to work happy. Don’t go to 
work sad. Go to work with 
your head up, and be strong.

Luella: We both would like 
to thank Cancer Legal Care 
for everything you have 
done for us. 
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Donors
Gina Adasiewicz

Stephanie Albert & Pam Quiram

Deb Anderson & Tracey Baubie 

Kirk & Dory Anderson

Marna Anderson

Anonymous (43)

Steven & Shannon Arndt

Ben & Brianna Axelrod

Tim & Kathy Ball

Mike Bander

Alicia Baraga

Charles Bartlett

Kerry & Cindy Baubie

Jeanette Bazis

Joy Benn

Keith & Rogene Bergquist

Mike & Melissa Berthelsen

Sue Biagini

James & Dixie Biller

Becky Billingsley

Amanda Bishop

Howard Bolter

Dr. David & Sandy Brandt

Chloe Briel

Laura Briggs

Dennis Brodtmann

Erik & Liz Brown

John Bultena

David & Susan Burger

Dawn Bushnell

Stacey Buzay

Joe & Linda Cade

Jeff Caldwell & Jenn

Boeckmann

Bill Callas & Dr. Nancy 

Holm Callas

Katie Capalungan

Peter & Laura Carlson

Bruce & Carol Cater

Michelle Champion

Melissa Christenson

Dr. William & Gay Clapp

Peter Clements & Sara Wagner

Matt & Ann Boser Conroy

Stephanie Davison

Hulet & Marilyn Dean

Jack Dean

Karen Dean

Catherine Delaria

Dale Delaria & Debra Rae 

  Gunnerson

Dr. Rob Delaune & Michelle 

Gustafson

Joan deMeurisse

Ellen DesJardins

Debi Dorsey

R. Elaine Dufresne

Sybil Dunlop

Kenneth Edstrom

Pete & Tanya Eichhorst

Laurie Everett

Sara Fabian

Charlie & Lisa Firth

Lindsay Flint & Theresa 

Kjellgren

Lloyd & Nancy Flint

Bill Foley

Scott Forbes

Jon Friedell & Jada Pirius

Stuart & Nancy Friedell Family 

  Foundation

Estelle Frigo

James & Patricia Frigo

Kim Funk

Kathleen Gavin

Chris & Lisa Gemlo

Carrin Gidekel

Suzanne Gikas

Valerie Gilbert

Gillman Family Charitable Trust

Kristi Gloppen

Dr. Joel Greenwald & Dr. Carol

  Grabowski

Sue Gross

Tony & Cathy Grundhauser

Sophie Hallauer

Ake Hallman

Elizabeth Hammoud

Albert Hanser

Dave & Ann Heffelbower

Adam & Mary Heffelbower

Victor & Annmarie Hernandez

Mike Hirschberg

Linda Hirsh

Robert Hirsh

Miriam Hobart

Chris & Sarah Hoff

Paul M. Hoffman

Jen Hogan

Margaret Holahan

Lynn Holly

Jaqueline Holmbeck

Keith & Kelly Honig

Tom & Theresa Hughes

David & Lisa Isola

Frances G. Iverson

Jenny Jendro

Andrew & Andrea Jensen

JMT Charitable Trust

Bill & Beth Johnson

Mary Jones

Andrelle Jones

Julie Karos

Ken & Sandy Keister

Shauna Kieffer

Gene & Pat Kjellgren

Dean Klein

Linda Kong

Dr. Jane Korn

Stuart Krahn & Eileen Hunter

Doug & Jean Kretchmer

Dr. Jennifer Kuyava

Ann Ladd

Andy & Betsy Landherr

Linda Lange

David Langworthy & Holly 

  Garland Langworthy

Mark & Nadine Leahy

Morse & Libby Leavenworth

Nicholas Lewandowski

Connie Linder

Jeannie Loehrer

Mark & Missy Lundquist

Rick & Cathy Lyle

Katherine MacKinnon

Melinda Maher

Tom Marshall

Randy & Joal McAlister

Dr. Pearce & Lisa McCarty

Dr. Steven & Jennifer 

McCormack

Frank & Leslie McEvoy

Jack & Peggi McGlynn

Iva Miles

Justin Miller & Dr. Elizabeth 

Miller

Randy Miranda
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Sarah Mithun

Karen Montour

Greg & Brenda Moore

Mary Jo Mullin

David & Maureen Mulloy

Alexandra Muschenheim

Gregory Myers & Mary Divine 

Myers

Aileen Nimmer

Christine Niska

Matt Nolan

Nick & Sharon Novak

Brian & Julie Olmsted

Jolene Olson

Tamara O’Neill Moreland

Laurie Overstad

Charles & Beth Payne

Diane Perry-Moore

Julie Peterson

Michael Pileggi & Wendy 

Andberg

Pete & Jennie Pinnow

Rodger & Sandra Pirius

Joel Poeschl & Jeanne Pemble

Bill & Katherine Quie

Keith & Jody Radtke

Deb Raleigh

Snowell Raleigh

Julia Rancone

Dr. Brian Rank & Joyce   

  Yoshimura-Rank

Joy Riggs

Randi Roth

Mark Rudolph

Emma Sacco

Dr. Mark & Margie Sborov

Robert Schmidt

Mike Schmidt

Dave & Anne Schmiechen

Lisa Seward Perry

Jill Shannon

Timothy Short

Jacki Simonson

Arlene Skorich

Dr. Tom & Laurie Smith

Michael & Susan Smith

Robert & Debbie Smith

Scott & Linda Smith

C.M. Smith & I. Gomez Lopez

Bruce Snyder

Jeannie Sonstegard

Dr. Amy Spomer & Sally Yelkin

Janet Stark

Carrie Stephens

Matt Stetler

Cati Stone

Tim Sullivan

Jake & Kris Suro

Craig Swager & Richard Pettey

Heather Tabery

Jill Tead

Dr. Paul Thurmes & Will 

McClaren

Suzanne Todnem

Jim Tyler & Amy Sheil

Paul Vahle & Sara Meslow

Marjorie Vigoren

Tatyana Volk

Sally Brandt Wangensteen

Colleen Walsh

Pam Wandzel

Andrew & Paula Warford

Robert & Eileen Weber

Kirsten Wedes

Dr. Daniel & Pamela Weisdorf

Carol Weitz

Mary Welfling

Mark & Val Werness

Lisa Wilkins

Tom & Mollie Wise

Tom Wolfe & Sally Silk

Julia Wolfe

Alexi Wood

Mai & Chue Yang

Ken & Anika Yokanovich

Paul & Lindy Yokanovich

Jason Zucchi

CORPORATE 
SUPPORT

Allina Health

Allina Health Community Engagement

Amazon Smile

Minnesota CLE

Mystic Lake Casino

Nerdery

Stinson LLP

FOUNDATION 
SUPPORT

Dorsey & Whitney Foundation

Federal Bar Association - Minnesota Chapter

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

Minnesota State Bar Foundation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Susan G. Komen Minnesota 

The Cade Foundation

United Way of Washington County East

STATE GRANT SUPPORT

Legal Services Advisory Committee

Minnesota Department of Health
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2018 Board of Directors 

2018 Staff

Jada Pirius

Chair

Greg A. Moore

Bremer Bank

Treasurer

Peter Carlson, Esq.

Nerdery

Secretary

Rhonda Chakos

Client Community Representative

Pete Eichhorst, M.B.A., P.M.P.

United Health Group

Angela Fralish, J.D.

Medtronic

Joel Greenwald, M.D., CFP

Greenwald Wealth Management, 

Inc.

J. Lindsay Flint, Esq.

Director of Legal Services

Julie Olmsted, Esq.

Senior Staff Attorney

Laurie Overstad

Office Manager

Lindy Yokanovich, Esq.

Founder & Executive Director

Melissa Lundquist, Ph.D., MSW, 

LGSW

University of St. Thomas

Amy Sheil

Seward/Sheil

Tom Smith, M.D.

Retired endocrinologist

Amy Spomer, M.D.

Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer 

Center

Lindy Yokanovich, Esq.

Founder & Executive Director
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PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE

STATE GOVERNMENT GRANTS

FOUNDATION GRANTS

CONTRIBUTIONS

SPECIAL EVENTS (NET)

TOTAL

EXPENSES

PROGRAM SERVICES

FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATION

TOTAL

NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING

NET ASSETS, ENDING

TOTAL ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES

TOTAL NET ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$137,746

$112,256

$81,189

$53,589

$384,780

$283,342

$41,476

$24,494

$349,312

$152,878

$189,492

$189,492

$9,595

$179,896

$189,492

Financials

PROGRAM SERVICES

FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATION

81%

12%

7%



Thank you to IMAGEHAUS for generously donating their 
services to Cancer Legal Care for the creation of this report.

Engaging the law to resolve the complex challenges 
facing individuals and communities affected by cancer


