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Providing Pro Bono Legal Care to Minnesotans Affected by Cancer 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT 

“Thank you for representing those in 

need so they don’t lose hope.” 

                            - A grateful client     
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Cancer Legal Line’s Mission: 
 
Because legal problems are often health problems,         
Cancer Legal Line provides free legal care to Minnesotans 
affected by cancer who otherwise have no access to an at-
torney’s help for the legal issues that directly impact their 
health and quality of life.  

 

From the Executive Director 
 
Dear Friend of CALL, 

 

Thank you for your support! 

2014 was been a banner year for Cancer Legal Line—we provided legal care to more      
Minnesotans than ever before, added new staff, and started two new programs! All of these 
wonderful things were possible because of our generous donors and foundation partners. 
You make our work possible and all of us at CALL are forever grateful for your 
support. 

Since October 2007, CALL’s programs have provided over $2.4 million in free 
legal care to over 5,800 Minnesotans affected by cancer.  None of this would 
have been possible without the generosity and vision of our volunteers, do-
nors, and foundation partners. 

A cancer diagnosis is not only medical —it also threatens financial security and 
family stability. The provision of legal care is often the determining factor in 
ensuring that the practical challenges of cancer, namely maintaining employ-
ment, insurance, housing, and finances, don’t become the derailing factor in 
the life of a cancer patient and their family. To better address these issues in 
our clients’ lives, in 2014 CALL: 

Celebrated the 4th year of our Breast Cancer Legal Program, funded by 
Susan G. Komen Minnesota, and provided legal care to 96 women  
facing breast cancer—our largest group of clients by diagnosis. 

Began the DDS OnCALL Program, funded by Delta Dental of Minnesota 
Foundation, to provide targeted outreach and legal care to the grow-
ing number of Minnesotans facing the devastating and debilitating 
effects of oral, head, and neck cancer. 

Created the first oncology based Medical Legal Partnership in Minnesota 
with University of Minnesota Health, funded by the Fairview Founda-
tion, to provide onsite legal care as part of a patient’s pre-transplant 
work up in the Blood and Marrow Transplant Unit at the University of 
Minnesota 

 On behalf of the Cancer Legal Line board and staff, I thank you for your 
friendship and support, and for helping to change the lives of so many for the 
better! 

 

 

 

Lindy Yokanovich 

Founder & Executive Director 

THANK YOU to our very  

generous supporters. 

 

Stephanie Albert & Pam Quiram  

Mary Ellen Alden 

Jeff & Julie Anderson 

Kirk Anderson 

Tara Anderson 

Ben Axelrod 

Frances Baillon 

Tim  & Kathy Ball 

Kerry & Cynthia Baubie 

Tracey Baubie & Deb Anderson  

Stuart Bear & Marsha Schoenkin  

John & Rosanne Beatty 

Joy Benn 

Mike & Melissa Berthelsen  

Denise Blumberg-Tendle 

Melissa Bishop 

Lisa Bowman 

Jason & Brea Bradshaw 

Tyler Brimmer & Amanda Young 

Elizabeth Brown 

David & Susan Burger 

Kathryn Burns 

Bill Callas & Nancy Holm Callas 

Karl & Nancy Cambronne 

Kathleen Capalungan 

Anders Carlson 

Peter & Laura Carlson 

Bruce & Carol Cater 

Michelle Champion 

Melissa Christenson 

Peter Clements & Sara Wagner  

Ryan Conners 

Jeff & Anne Cotter 

Michael Cramer 
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Dwight & Becky Cummins 

Deependra Das 

Joan deMeurisse 

Edward & Therese Dennis 

Debi Dorsey 

Bruce  & Shari Douglas 

Jill Edelstein 

Sheila Engelmeier & Ivory Umanah  

Jean Engels & Madge Makowske 

Michael & Shannon Enright 

Etta Erickson 

James & Nancy Erickson 

Charlie & Lisa Firth 

Mike Fiterman 

Lindsay Flint & Theresa Kjellgren 

Jon Friedell & Jada Pirius 

Lynn Fuller & Craig Kent 

Gary Ganzer 

Josh Gathje & Anne Hansen-Gathje 

Kathleen Gavin 

Suzanne Starr Goodman 

Dr. Joel Greenwald & Dr. Carol Grabowski 

Michelle Gustafson & Rob Delaune  

Ruth Gustafson 

Susan Hammel 

Thomas and Peggy Hanson 

Karin Harrigan 

Chris & Colleen Harristhal 

Cate Heaven 

Adam & Chris Heffelbower 

Dave & Ann Heffelbower 

Rebecca Heltzer 

Lisa Henry 

Victor & Annmarie Hernandez 

Linda Hirsh 

Chris & Karen Hoffmann 

Paul & Darlene Hoffman 

Lynn Holly 

Brenda Hudson 

David & Lisa Isola 

Frances G. Iverson 

Andrew James 

Bill & Beth Johnson  

Diane Johnson 

Tracy Johnson 

Jim Justen & Martha Swanson  

2014 Evaluation 

We sent surveys to a group of our clients in 2014 to ask about the care they  
received from Cancer Legal Line. 

What CALL’s Clients Say . . . 

 Thank you for the help. You were a resource to answer questions and 
give direction when my situation seemed hopeless.  

 Glad to know they will be taken care of the way I want them when I'm 
gone.  

 I felt so much better after getting advice and help. I was so nervous and 
losing sleep and felt so alone before I called. 

 Gave me the words and tools to continue on my 15 month battle to 
cover my surgery which is afforded to me under federal law - thank 
you! 

 CALL was helpful in my decision-making process. 

 I did not need realize how important it was to get my living will and 
other documents in order and CALL provided me help in doing this. 
God Bless Cancer Legal Line! 

 Through your help I was able to get my personal items in order. The 
attorney that helped me was wonderful and patient. She worked 
around my schedule of doctor appointments. To say thank you isn't 
enough for how much you helped me!! 

 The pressure I felt dealing with Breast cancer and having to draw up a 
new will was greatly relieved in part because of the help I received 
from CALL. Thank you for assisting me in this matter.  
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The Effect of Legal Problems and Legal Care on 
Clients' Overall Sense of Health and Well-Being

Effect of Legal Problem (Before Consultation)

Effect of Legal Care (After Consultation)

The Effect of Legal Problems and Legal Care on  

Clients' Overall Sense of Health and Well-Being 

Legal Care Is Health Care 

Over one-half of our clients called us at a time when their legal concern was having an 

extremely negative effect on their overall sense of health and well-being.  Three out of 

four of our clients reported that the legal care they received had an extremely positive  

effect on their overall sense of health and well-being.   
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Eugene & Patricia Kjellgren 

Jennifer Klinefelter 

Dr. Jane Korn 

Therese Krug 

Amy & Bryan Kujawski 

Valeria La Rosa & Eric Skytte 

Joseph Lally 

David & Holly Langworthy 

Brenda Larson 

The Honorable Gary Larson 

Marcia & Rick Lathrop 

Mark & Nadine Leahy 

Nicole Leimer 

Jennifer Lenander 

Christian Loger 

Dawn Matuseski 

Timothy McCarthy 

Frank & Leslie McEvoy 

Brenda McNallan 

Sara Meslow & Paul Vahle 

Christina Milanowski 

Iva Miles 

Earl Miller 

Elizabeth & Justin Miller 

Justi Miller 

Randy Miranda 

Karen Montour 

Scott Moriarity 

Susan & Shane Mueller  

David & Maureen Mulloy 

Greg Myers & Mary Divine 

Christine Niska 

Richard Omann & Kurt Hoffman 

Anna & Timothy Ourada 

Leslie & Richard Parran 

Beth Payne & Charles Payne 

Bruce & Judy Peterson 

Joel Poeschl & Jeanne Pemble   

Keith & Jody Radtke 

Snowell Raleigh 

Dr. Brian Rank & Joyce Yoshimura-Rank 

Delores Ray 

Jeremy Reichenberger 

Cathy Rieckenberg 

Joy Riggs 

Scott Robertson 

Karen worked as a physical 

therapist in China for more 

than a decade before return-

ing to the states with her 

precious newly adopted son, 

Silas. Karen says that when 

her work put her in proximity 

to orphaned children, she 

felt the calling to adopt a 

child.  

 

It wasn’t long after Karen and three-year-old Silas, moved to Min-

nesota to start their life together, when she found a lump and 

soon learned she had an aggressive type of breast cancer. Karen 

was devastated for Silas, who had been an orphanage his whole 

life, but now finally had a mom. Karen called Cancer Legal Line to 

get help with completing guardianship paperwork. Karen praises 

Cancer Legal Line for “sticking with her” when she was too sick to 

return calls. Eventually, Karen completed her guardianship docu-

ments while continuing to undergo treatment. She is now cancer 

free. Cancer Legal Line calls Karen’s case, and so many like hers, a 

“Legacy of Love”.  

Karen’s Story: A Legacy of Love 

Tom Smith, M.D. 
HealthEast 
Chair   
  
Tracey Baubie, Esq. 
Comprehensive Research Group, Inc. 
Secretary 
  
Joel Greenwald, M.D.,  CFP 
Greenwald Wealth Management, Inc. 
Treasurer 
  
Stephanie Albert, Esq. 
Delta Dental of Minnesota 
  
Peter Carlson, Esq. 
Fafinski Mark & Johnson 
 

 Anne Cotter, Esq. 
Stinson Leonard Street   
  
Michelle Gustafson,MSSW, LICSW 
Psychosocial Resources, LLC 
  
Christopher J. Harristhal, Esq. 
Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren 
    
Amy Spomer, M.D. 
Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer Center 
  
Karen Sandler Steinert, Esq. 
Fredrikson & Byron 
  
Lindy Yokanovich, Esq.  
Founder and  Executive Director  

2014 Board of Directors  
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2014 Annual Gala  

“On Belay” at the Van Dusen Mansion 

James Roe 

Frank & Nancy Rondoni 

Patrick Rooney 

Mark Rudolph 

Steven & Barbara Jo Rutzick 

Jim Ryan 

Bob & Stacy Salmi 

Tom & Sheva Sanders 

Dave & Anne Schmiechen 

Ellen Schneider 

Mark & Jennifer Sheffert 

Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe 

Linda Singh 

Cathy Skinner 

Arlene Skorich 

Joan Smith 

Tom & Laurie Smith 

Valerie Sorenson 

Amy Spomer, MD & Sally Yelkin 

Maura Steblay 

Karen Steinert Sandler 

Carrie Stephens 

Andy & Cati Stone 

Michelle Strangis 

Richard & Anne Stutz 

Devi Suess 

Craig Swager 

Stan & Jill Tead 

Joni Thome  

Debra Thompson 

Kathryn Thurston & Dwight Penas 

Suzanne Todnem 

John Trojohn & Carrie Zochert 

Christina Tschida 

Donald Vanterpool 

Marjorie E Vigoren 

Patrick & Lisa Wall 

Colleen Walsh 

Jim & Linda Walsh 

Linda Warner 

Todd & Kristen Weaver 

Robert & Eileen Weber 

Kirsten Wedes 

Dr. Daniel Weisdorf & Pamela Weisdorf 

James & Sasha Wells  

Val Werness 

Sarah Wilensky 

Tom & Mollie Wise 

Dr. Douglas Yee & Janet Yee  
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2014 Volunteer Attorney of the Year: Stuart C. Bear 

This year CALL was delighted to honor, Stuart C. 
Bear, our long-time volunteer and champion, with 
our Volunteer Attorney of the Year Award. Stuart 
is a partner with the Minneapolis firm of Chestnut 
Cambronne, practicing in the area of estate   
planning and is distinguished as a fellow of the 
American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
(ACTEC). Its members are elected to the College 
by demonstrating the highest level of integrity,  
commitment to the profession, competence and 
experience as trust and estate counselors.  In    
addition to being a brilliant attorney, Stuart is a 
human being of the highest order, and has helped 
dozens of CALL clients with their end of life    
planning.  Stuart views estate planning for those 
of modest material means “not a document of 
inheritance, but as a document of dignity.”  With 
this kind and generous heart, it is easy to see why   
Stuart is CALL’s volunteer of the year. 

 

CALL employs an effective and efficient use of both staff and 
volunteer attorneys, to meet the wide variety of underlying 
social and economic issues (I-HELP, below) that affect our 
clients’ overall health. 

I-Insurance Coverage (health insurance, short/long term 
disability) 

H-Housing and Financial (eviction, foreclosure, creditor 
issues, bankruptcy) 

E-Employment (Americans with Disabilities Act, Family 
Medical Leave Act) 

L-Legal Planning (health care directives, guardianship, 
wills, Powers of Attorney) 

P-Public Benefits (Social Security Disability Insurance, 
Medicaid) 

A big part of the impact CALL has on the lives of our clients is due to the dedication and hard work of our ever-
growing group of attorney volunteers.  These wonderful attorneys give their time and expertise to our clients 
who need legal care in a wide range of areas from tax issues to employment issues, and most especially, estate 
planning. The expertise they provide allows CALL to maintain a small staff while having a tremendous capacity 
to meet the wide ranging needs of our clients. In 2014, our ratio of staff attorneys to volunteer attorneys was 
3:50 

Stuart Bear 

Thomas Berreman 

Aaron Bransky 

Margo Brownell 

Peter Carlson 

Anne Cotter 

Celeste Culberth 

Dwight Cummins 

Malcolm Davy 

Stuart Deuring 

Shannon Enright 

John Fabian 

Charles Firth 

Fay Fishman 

Joseph Flanders 

Tracey Galowitz 

Susanne Starr Goodman 

Matt Guttman 

Christopher Harristhal 

Jessica Hofrichter 

Lynn Holly 

David J. Holt 

Melissa Houghtaling 

Theresa Hughes 

Katherine Wertheim Iacarella 

Ryan Johnson 

Cameron Kelly 

Sheila Kelly 

Margaret Kyle 

Catherine London 

Kate MacKinnon 

Susan Olson 

Katie Peckham 

Ferdinand Peters 

Dennis Peterson 

Theresa Peterson 

Adam Rohne 

Jon Schindel 

Debra Schneider 

Sally Silk 

Richard Snyder 

Michael Steinlage 

Denise Yegge Tataryn 

Joni Thome 

Anthony Toepfer 

Sonia Toomey 

Robin Tutt 

Mary Watson 

Our Volunteers 
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Client Age Distribution 

In 2014, CALL provided legal care  

to 399 Minnesotans. 

Client Cancer Diagnosis 

Even though there is a higher incidence of cancer in older 

Americans, people who get cancer in their 40’s and 50’s are 

much more likely to need legal care for issues with em-

ployment, social security disability, and guardianships for 

minor children.  
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Ken & Anika Yokanovich 

Paul & Lindy Yokanovich 

Rodney Young 

Richard & Diana Zera 

Kim Zitzman 

Carrie Zochert 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Grants & Gifts 

Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation 

Minneapolis Foundation—Survivors’ Training 

Minnesota State Bar Foundation 

Otto Bremer Foundation 

Susan G. Komen Minnesota  

The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 
 

 

Corporate  

 Patterson Dental Supply, Inc. 

 

 

Sponsorship  

Baillon Thome Jozwiak & Wanta 

Chestnut Cambronne 

Comprehensive Research Group, Inc. 

Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation 

Engelmeier & Umanah, P.A. 

Fafinski Mark & Johnson, P.A. 

Fredrikson & Byron P.A. 

Greenwald Wealth Management 

Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Foundation 

Minnesota Oncology 

Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer Center 

Regions Hospital 

Robins Kaplan 

Stinson Leonard Street 

 

In Kind  Donors 

Cicayda 

Images by Aimee 

Jeff Anderson & Associates  

Kirsten Wedes 

Mintahoe Catering 

MN Continuing Legal Education 

Van  Dusen Mansion 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

2014 Financial Summary 

Full financial statements  and governance documents  

are available to view at the CALL office. 

Expense Income 

Cancer Legal Line 

Energy Park Place 

1380 Energy Park Lane, Suite 203 

Saint Paul, MN 55108 

www.cancerlegalline.org 

We have made every effort to keep and maintain an accurate listing of our supporters. 

We apologize for any inadvertent omission. 

Foundation Grants $  187,000  Programs & Services $   225,646 

Event Contributions  &     

Income (net of expense) $    60,665  Management & General $     29,096 

Contributions $    38,881  Fundraising $     24,105 

Program Service Revenue $    20,625    

Total Income $  307,171  Total Expense $   278,847 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS ASSETS 

 

Cash  $       109,067   Accounts Payable  $                  9,265  

Accounts Receivable  $           7,151   Net Assets, Unrestricted  $                42,146  

Prepaid Expenses  $           3,943   Net Assets, Restricted  $                68,750  

   Total Net Assets  $              110,896  

Total  Assets  $       120,161   Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $              120,161  


