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Rooted. Rising.
How eighteen years of foundation 
allowed Cancer Legal Care 
to deepen its reach and expand support 
for patients and families.
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Lindy Yokanovich
Founder & Executive Director

2025 Message from 
our Board Chair and 
Executive Director

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Our values of Human Connection and Compassionate Advocacy together form the North Star 
that guides our work and decision making. Being firmly rooted in these core values continues to 
provide a lifeline in weathering the uncertainty of 2025, and now 2026.

In spite of the tumult of these times, Cancer Legal Care has been a steady presence for those 
facing cancer in Minnesota. The steadfast commitment of our donors, funders, and volunteer 
attorneys has not wavered and as result neither have we. The stories and impact shared in 
the following pages are a testament to those who believe in our mission to engage the law to 
resolve the complex challenges facing people and communities affected by cancer.

Thank you for being part of the community of caring people who make Cancer Legal Care 
possible.

David Murphy
Board Chair, 
2025-2026

The Impact of Your Donation

Scan the code to support our work. 

Impact of our work:
Free legal care reduces our clients’ risk for cancer’s financial toxicity. 

Since 2019, Cancer Legal Care’s direct legal services have protected or 
recovered almost $6,000,000 for our clients by way of:

• Successful insurance appeals so our clients are not facing thousands of dollars in medical
bills they do not rightfully owe.

• Securing a monthly income stream through Social Security disability benefits when they
are no longer able to work.

Our legal care reaches all four corners of the state: 
Anyone affected by any cancer (patient, survivor, or caregiver) living anywhere in the state is 
eligible for Cancer Legal Care’s services. 

To date, we have served clients in 80 of Minnesota’s 87 counties. In 2025, our work reached cli-
ents living in 58 Minnesota counties. 

93% of clients state that Cancer Legal Care was able to 
resolve all or most of their legal concerns.93%

Cancer Legal Care has provided more than $26,000,000 
in free legal services since our founding. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to walk me 
through this process! I feel like I can breathe now. 

Thank you for treating me like a human being.  
You are so patient and talked to me like a person. 

Thank you for your compassion. 
““

””

““ ””
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Kelsey and her husband were newly married and eager to start a family when she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Not one to face anything unprepared, she quickly set off to 
learn as much as she possibly could about her diagnosis by attending 10 appointments in 2 

days. 

“I talked to literally everyone: allergists, geneticists, fertility 
specialists. When you’re first diagnosed, you don’t know how 

aggressive the cancer is and you’re in a period where there are 
so many unknowns. It’s so important to have the information 
right away!”

She learned that chemotherapy could have an adverse 
effect on fertility, so the question at the forefront of her 
mind was: how could she treat her cancer while preserving 
her fertility?

Kelsey’s mom, a breast cancer survivor herself, attended 
many of these appointments with her. She asked the fertility 

specialist what they would do in Kelsey’s situation, and the 
answer was to undergo fertility preservation procedures. 

Comparing her appointment notes with her insurance policy, she 
confirmed that fertility preservation was covered. Much relieved and with 

a pre-authorization letter in hand, she went on her way to preserve her fertility and treat her 
cancer. 

After a lumpectomy, she began three rounds of fertility preservation. After her second 
round, her pre-authorization was rejected. This was startling. She had read her insurance 
coverage manual, she asked questions, she was told this was covered. Why is this treatment 
suddenly getting denied? 

Kelsey started asking more questions, getting both yes and no answers, which made a 
muddled mess. Kelsey was forced into a tight and tricky timeline: she needed to complete 
her final round of fertility preservation as soon as possible so she could start her cancer 
treatment. 

With no time to spare, she underwent her final round of fertility preservation while 
appealing the denial of the treatment. 

Then it was time for four rounds of chemotherapy and 15 rounds of radiation. While in the 
middle of her cancer treatment, Kelsey received a rejection letter for a fully vetted claim and 
was billed for her fertility preservation treatments. 

She thought this was covered, why all these denials now? Suffice it to say how stressful it 
was to get these bills while actively fighting cancer. 

“All I want is to find someone I can talk to for free, just to see if I even have a case!” 
Kelsey and her tight-knit family sleuthed the internet, friends, and neighbors to find a 

resource. When her sister’s colleague mentioned Cancer Legal Care’s free legal services, 
they were thrilled.

“It seemed too good to be true – this is exactly what I asked for!” 
After a bit of a nerves-induced delay, Kelsey reached out and was connected to her CLC 

advocates within an hour. 

“It was such a relief – that yes, someone will listen to me - and it will be for free! I talked 
to my CLC advocate at least twice a month if not weekly. He is my new best friend!” 

Cancer Legal Care had never taken on a fertility preservation case before. Luckily, Kelsey 

was ready with documentation of her conversations with her providers and her insurance 
company. 

What followed was months of going back and forth to determine why Kelsey’s fertility 
treatments weren’t covered. Kelsey’s CLC advocate discovered that her insurance plan had a 
clause stating that fertility preservation procedures necessitated by cancer treatment were 
covered. Despite that clause, her claims were continually miscoded and her coverage was 
denied. 

This wasn’t the only issue. Kelsey and her CLC advocate realized that Kelsey’s insurer and 
employer didn’t understand the full situation. Kelsey had bills erased and then re-billed, was 
sent a policy she had never seen before, and even was improperly sent to collections despite 
getting a billing exception approved.

“Every time we got a negative response, I had an emotional reaction. My mom  
would remind me to wait and see what my CLC advocate says. My advocate had a calm, 
rational impact on me.” 

Despite the stress of the seemingly endless back and forth, Kelsey and her CLC advocate 
were not giving up.

Her advocate told her: “I’m not a good loser and we are going to keep fighting this. I’m 
mad and I’m going to do something about it.”

Kelsey’s CLC advocate made her feel heard and supported. He always gave her options, 
and she felt like she had a choice. Together, they agreed to keep going until there is no 
reason to go anymore.

“I had someone in my corner who knew the ins and outs of insurance policies and 
knew the right questions to ask. He would advocate for me to ask them. I felt like I had 
control over the matter.” 

After ten months, Kelsey’s CLC advocate wrote a letter to Kelsey’s employer outlining the 
whole situation, providing the clearest picture yet of Kelsey’s situation. 

That final letter did the trick. Just before Christmas, Kelsey was told by her insurance 
provider that they would cover everything. Like that, her balance went to $0.00. It was the 
best present she could ask for: a fresh start to bring into the new year.

Kelsey is now cancer-free and looking ahead with hope—
hopeful for the chance to start a family and embrace a 
healthy future without the heavy burden of medical debt. 

“Knowing I have preserved my fertility gives me such 
relief and if I hadn’t done that – hadn’t tried – and gone 
through the pain of navigating my insurance I don’t think 
I’d have hope for a family right now. 

Thinking back to the past year and a half, so much 
stress, decisions, and anxiety… and on top of that, having 
to pay for it when it should be covered. No one knows 
about it until they go through something like that.

Even if this wasn’t successful, I would still want to try. 
Cancer Legal Care is the right place to try.” 

Kelsey’s Story

Cancer Legal Care’s first matter involving preserving 
fertility while undergoing cancer treatment
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Social Security (answering questions about eligibility, preparing applications)

Estate Planning (wills, health care directives, guardianship planning)

Insurance (appeals of health and private disability insurance denials,
fixing medical billing errors)

Employment (advising on Minnesota’s Earned Sick and Safe Time law, job
protected leave, reasonable accommodations to return to work)

Other (real estate, veteran benefits, litigation)

Housing & Financial (dealing with medical debt,
understanding the foreclosure process)

6

Who Your Donations Served and How
Reach of our direct legal services: In 2025, we maintained our 20%+ growth 
in clients since 2023, working with 647 clients on 859 legal matters. Our work 
touched a total of 1,365 people living in households with our clients, including 
282 minor children.

For the third year in a row, Social Security issues led the way as the biggest 
area of legal need for our clients: 

Majority of our clients are struggling financially:
In 2025,

34%

23%

18%

9%

9%

8%

Helping to way find: It is hard to for a cancer patient to know where to start when
facing so many new issues and questions. Understandably, Cancer Legal Care is often 
the first point of contact in understanding the landscape of resources available. 

In 2025, we provided referrals and guiding information to an additional 245 Minnesotans 
who were looking for guidance with issues like financial assistance, food support, and 
tax preparation. 

51% of our clients had 
income under 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Guide-
lines (FPG). For a single 
person household, this 
means income less than 
$31,300.

51% 12%
12% of our clients had no 
income whatsoever.

78% of our clients 
report that cancer had 

a moderate to profound 
impact on their finances.

40% of clients are not 
confident at all

 in their ability to apply 
for SSDI without 

professional help.

78% 40%

Thank you so much for your support. 
It truly feels like someone is finally on our side, and my family 

and I deeply appreciate it.
““

””We have only been talking for 15 minutes and
I already feel so much more at ease. ““

””
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Welcome to the Cookout
In the Fall 2024/Winter of 2025, eleven Black/African American cancer survivors 
lent their voices to a listening project supported by Cancer Legal Care. This project, 
called “The Cookout”, offered the community a chance to discuss their experiences 
along the cancer care continuum—their spiritual, emotional, financial, medical, and 
legal experiences.

During these interviews, and during our summer 2025 gathering, we discussed the 
strength of the informal community networks/support systems that sustain us, the 
healthcare systems that (sometimes) forget/ignore/confuse us, and the complex 
roles that legal and social services have had in the Black community.

Thanks to the American Cancer Society for funding to support The Cookout.

Commitment to The Cookout
Cancer Legal Care is committed to The Cookout– both the people who generously 
shared their experiences and ideas, and the ongoing actions putting those ideas 
to work to reduce barriers and increase access to our work. We continue to gather 
together, learn and laugh, and work to make the changes needed.

We are grateful to our longtime friends at the African American Breast Cancer 
Alliance and Breast Cancer Gaps Project for their trust and partnership as we 
continue to create opportunities to work together, and are delighted by our new 
relationships with the Flow Foundation and Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Pink Fashion Show that have grown out of the Cookout energy.

We Celebrated

Big thanks to the 
wonderful women of 

The Cookout!
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We know every community will have a different “recipe” 
for health equity. This image represents the experiences of 

the women of The Cookout.



Program Overview
Insurance Claims and REsolution Program (ICARE) 

Our goal with ICARE is to make a significant impact on the health and financial well-being of our 
clients by way of ensuring that their insurance covers what it should, and that hospital billing and 
coding errors are corrected so that our clients are not responsible for bills that are not theirs to pay. 

Our ICARE program provides services to clients on the full spectrum of assistance levels, from 
educating clients on the protections of the law (such as the No Suprises Act and the Minnesota 
Debt Fairness Act), explaining benefits and claim determinations, “coaching” clients through their 
own claim denial appeals (see Mark’s story to see this in action) and providing full representation 
and claim denial appeal and/or medical billing dispute handling. 

We tackle a wide variety of claim denial and billing issues such as medical necessity, prior 
authorization, out-of-network, experimental and investigational procedures and medications, off-
label medication use, billing coding errors, provider financial assistance, and general navigation of 
the interplay between medical treatment and the insurance claim process. 

“Your support means the world to me, and I truly couldn’t have done it without you.”

13

Social Security Application Assistance Program 
(SSAAP)

In 2025, our SSAAP Program entered its third year, and we surpassed 
$1 million in benefits recovered on behalf of our clients. When this 
program started in January 2023, our work focused on completing 
Social Security disability benefit (either SSDI or SSI) applications on 
behalf of cancer patients.  This work continues, reducing barriers and 
assisting cancer patients whose high cost of treatment and inability 
to work are impacting their economic security and increasing their 
risk for financial toxicity.

After three years we have learned a lot from our clients and how to best 
support them in accessing these essential financial supports.  One thing 
we have learned is that some of our clients want to apply for benefits 
on their own but with the knowledge and support from a trusted guide 
to get them from start to finish. This is where Cancer Legal Care can 
help. In the last year CLC attorneys have guided 33 cancer patients and 
caregivers through the process of applying for SSDI or SSI on their own 
(see Tom’s and Karen’s story to see this in action).

12

Our model of providing these services free of charge protects our clients’ 

financial stability by ensuring that they do not have to pay money to recover 

benefits or to keep funds that are rightfully theirs to begin with. 

I appreciate your help. It was pretty stressful. You are going 

through everything and you don’t know which way to turn or 

where to go. Thank you for helping me.

What does this look like?  Our attorneys help to answer specific questions on the application, 
review letters from Social Security, provide guidance on how to complete specific forms, and 
remain a reassuring presence throughout the process. While we will continue to be here to 
complete applications for those clients who need full assistance, this expansion of our work 
is a way to support cancer patients who want to advocate for themselves in competing the 
application on their own during a time of much uncertainty.  As one caregiver recently shared 
after learning they had successfully applied for benefits for a loved one on their own with the 
support from CLC: “You’ve been so helpful in explaining everything to us in detail. We are 
so fortunate to have you as a resource, and are grateful for you, your expertise, and your 
willingness to help us during this very difficult time of our family’s lives.”

Since the Start of SSAAP
Read Mark’s 
ICARE Story 

on pg 14

Read Tom’s and Karen’s 
SSAAP Story on page 16

80% success rate 

$1,398,864 recovered

We have closed 176 complicated insurance matters 
with a 94% success rate

Protected or recovered $4,471,875.84 in health, disability, or 
life insurance benefits that had initially been denied to 85 of 
our clients by their insurance company

Individual client dollar amount ranges from $150 to $565,000

Average recovery/protection of $52,610.31 per client

There simply is no one else to help these clients.

Since the Start of ICARE

““
””
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Mark had been living with renal cancer for four years when his doctor 
recommended a new type of treatment that, frustratingly, is only 
available in three hospital centers across the country. Even more 
frustrating: none of the hospital centers are in Minnesota. 
Since Mark was on Medicaid, he had numerous hoops to jump 
through to get his out-of-state treatment approved and covered. 
Luckily, he had the support of his sister and while the two were very 
savvy in navigating Mark’s issue, they kept running into obstacles.

Finding Cancer Legal Care through a web search, Mark was able to 
get help with researching Medicaid’s rules. His CLC attorney found 
Medicaid’s out-of-state procedures rule that required Mark to get 
authorization from his physician in Minnesota. 

Easy enough! Mark and his sister got authorization from his 
physician and sent it off to his first choice in treatment location. 
Mark traveled across the country to attend his first appointment, and 
then his Medicaid provider in Minnesota changed. Forced to start all 
over again at a new treatment location, he again called CLC.  

Mark’s Story

“Everyone has a plan until they get punched in the face. I knew I 

needed to get legal representation for the insurance side of things. 

I had to come to Cancer Legal Care to get the follow through.”

His attorney recommended he make the omsbudsperson for Medicaid aware of his 
situation and appeal for the continuity of his care. His healthcare management 
should be seamless across the health systems he had to utilize, and he needed this 
treatment to start as soon as possible.

Luckily, the new location was already a Medicaid provider, but the authorization for 
out-of-state treatment Mark had already received from his first physician was stuck 
in limbo because the Medicaid offices didn’t respond in time. 

Again, Mark called CLC and his attorney and advocate dove back into research to 
find the best next steps to make sure Mark could get his cancer treated, and soon. 
Shortly thereafter, Mark got a call from the Department of Human Services. His 
treatment would finally be approved and covered. 

Mark’s story is one of many instances of insurance hiccups causing delays in a 
patient’s care. It took five months of persistent research, self-advocacy, and legal 
help before Mark was able to get his cancer treated. No patient should have to wait 
that long. 

“Cancer Legal Care was as mandatory to me and my cancer as 

my CT scans, bloodwork, everything.”

Mark’s advice to other cancer patients: 

The sooner you can get the help you need, 
the better. The stress, the worry – cancer 

loves that and it will make you sicker. Cancer 
Legal Care is the human side of the law, and 
people can make all the lawyer jokes they 
want, but you cannot do this alone. Cancer 
Legal Care will give you the ability to call it 

like it is with your insurance company!

““

””
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Tom and his wife, Karen, came to Cancer Legal 
Care for help applying for early retirement benefits 
and Social Security disability benefits. Karen had 
been diagnosed with glioblastoma, and the couple 
knew they needed the financial support to 
navigate Karen’s diagnosis as she was no longer 
able to work. 

Their Cancer Legal Care attorney spent an 
afternoon on the phone with them, walking them 
through the application, faxing support documents 
to the Social Security Administration office, and ultimately ensuring the couple 
submitted Karen’s Social Security disability application and her application for early 
retirement benefits successfully. 

Sadly, Karen died 111 days after her 
diagnosis. Cancer Legal Care was again 
able to help Tom; this time, ensuring 
that he would receive survivor benefits. 

Tom’s and Karen’s Story

“I had no sense of direction with the news that my wife has a serious 

cancer. I was forced into a world where I didn’t have any sense – computer-

based applications, pursuing income support and health insurance – I just 

locked up and thought I would never figure this out. I got ahold of Cancer 

Legal Care and our CLC attorney set it all up. She took my stress from a 12 to 

just being able to concentrate on the cancer and on my wife.” 

“Pretty much everything we were 

working on has come around and 

been successful. I appreciate the 

assistance Cancer Legal Care has 

given me and my wife.” 

Community Education & Engagement
Working with partners: In 2025, we presented at 29 community education sessions 

attended by 649 cancer patients, survivors, caregivers, physicians, nurses, social 

workers, community members, law students, and attorneys.

We are grateful for our 2025 partners in this work:

• Minnesota Hospice

• Gilda’s Club

• Allina Health

• University of Minnesota, 2025 Survivorship Conference

• Edina Senior Center

• Assisted Living Locators

• Hennepin Healthcare

• Jack’s Caregiver Coalition

• International Myeloma Foundation

• Xperience Health & Wellness Services

• Living Healthy and Aging Well AM950 Radio

• HealthPartners

• A Breath of Hope Foundation

• African American Breast Cancer Alliance (AABCA)

• Breast Cancer Gaps Project

• American Cancer Society

• Myasthenia Gravis Minnesota

• American Association of University Women (AAUW), Hastings MN Branch

• Twin Cities in Motion
• Flow Foundation

• Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Pink Fashion Show

To date, we have given 293 community 
education presentations — attended by 9,062 people 

impacted by cancer.

You provided us with more clarity You provided us with more clarity 
and more confidence on this in 30 minutes than we could have and more confidence on this in 30 minutes than we could have 

ever figured out on our own. ever figured out on our own. 
““

””
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2025 marked Cancer Legal Care’s first year as a 
Charity Partner for Marathon Weekend hosted by Twin 
Cities in Motion. Our team of 40 dedicated community 
members, board members, donors, and volunteer 
attorneys ran the Medtronic Twin Cities 10 Mile in 
October.

Our Team CLC Runners were each asked to raise $500 
to support our mission, and they did not disappoint: 
they raised over $27,000 and are back to do it again in 
2026! 

Twin Cities 10 Mile 

COLLABS & LEGACY CARE 
Study Update 
In 2024, Cancer Legal Care launched a partnership with gastrointestinal oncologist 
Arjun Gupta, MBBS, and researchers at the University of Minnesota on a pilot study 
called the COLorectal Cancer Legal Administrative Burden Support (COLLABS). 
This study provided cancer survivors with a “legal check up” as an 
integrated piece of their cancer treatment plan shortly after their 
diagnosis to identify and address legal issues they are facing 
and to educate them about legal supports available to them if 
issues arise in the future. 

In 2025, Cancer Legal Care was proud to publish the 
results of the COLLABS study in the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology’s Journal of Clinical Oncology Practice 
Journal. The work from the COLLABS study reinforced how 
intertwined the financial and legal needs of caregivers were 
with their loved one undergoing treatment, and the LEGACY 
CARE study, emerged from that recognition.

Through LEGACY CARE, we have seen how much patients and caregivers value 
timely, practical help with issues like employment, insurance, financial assistance, 
and planning ahead. And just knowing someone is looking out for them and on 
their side.

One patient shared, ‘‘I had some difficulties with my insurance and 

CLC was able to help me out,’’ while a care partner said, ‘‘I felt 

that I was not left out alone and I knew that I had support.’’

To me, that captures the impact of this partnership—real problem-solving, 
but also real peace of mind.

— Dr. Arjun Gupta

We are thankful to the Minnesota Colon Cancer ResearchWe are thankful to the Minnesota Colon Cancer Research
Foundation for the funding which made this study possible.Foundation for the funding which made this study possible.

““

””
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Volunteer attorneys are critical in delivering Cancer Legal Care’s mission. For the last 18 years, these 
dedicated attorneys have provided pro bono legal services to 1,190 of our clients, donating 5,468 
hours of time, valued at $2,267,143.

Margaret Barrett
Pete Barry
Stuart Bear
Tom Beedem
Jeremy Berg
Aaron Bransky
Eric Brever
Christopher Burns
Stephanie Christel
Christine Courtney
Malcolm Davy
Perry de Stefano
Kim Decker
Greg Deckert
Stuart Deuring
Katy Drahos
Bill Egan
Laura Ferster
Charlie Firth

Fay Fishman 
Jenny Fuller 
Tracey Galowitz 
Kathleen Gomez 
Jessica Grace 
Carol Halley 
Barbara Heen 
Marty Helle 
Thomas Henke 
Bobbi Hermanson-   
--Albers
Ryan Johnson 
David Joyslin 
Cameron Kelly 
Sheila Kelly 
Michael Kemmitt 
Laurann Kirschner 
Megan Kraby
Pat Kramer

Volunteer Attorneys

Angela Lallemont
Robert Lazear
Deb Linder
Paul Livgard
Bob Lund
Ron Lundquist
Kate MacKinnon
Melinda Maher
Joel Mintzer
Scott Moriarity
Beth Morrison
Hugh Mulligan
Kathy Neuman
Jennifer Olson
David Pederson
Ferd Peters
Dennis Peterson
Bridget-Michaele  
 Reischl

Angela Rud
Jennifer Rutz
Evan Sanford
Jill Sauber
Jeffrey Schmidt
Debra Schneider
Rachel Schromen
Kathryn Sedo
Sally Silk
Evon Spangler
Erika Stein
Lloyd Stern
Jennifer Stevens
Alesia Strand
Joni Thome
Tony Toepfer
Corenia Walz
Anna Yakle

Hugh Mulligan, volunteer attorney for five years and a 2025
TC 10 Mile Team Member

Why do you choose to volunteer with Cancer Legal Care?
My wife is a breast cancer survivor (cancer free for 8 years!). I vividly 
remember receiving explanations of benefits from our applicable health 
insurer with numbers that were shocking as she was going through chemo-
therapy. Once I came to find out about CLC’s mission, I knew I wanted to be part 
of an organization that helps individuals lighten the burden of fighting cancer as much as 
possible. Fighting cancer takes so much out of the individual who is sick as well as their 
caregiving team. Being able to assist families in those times is extremely important to me.

What do you want people to know about Cancer Legal Care?
I think the Care part of Cancer Legal Care is what stands out the most. I have worked with 
many organizations throughout my career and none of them care about the work they do 
and the individuals they assist as much as the team at CLC. It’s inspiring and I am grateful 
to be a small part of it.

Do you have a moment in this work that sticks with you?
I represented a client who was promised coverage for chemotherapy treatments only to 
have the rug pulled out from under her as the treatments began and was expressly told 
there was no refunds for the healthcare she signed up for under false pretenses. We were 
able to secure her a full refund, which went to treatment costs as well as a purchase of a 
wig given the effects chemo had begun to take on her.  About a year later she sent me a 
selfie and told me she was cancer free. She had the beginnings of a pixie cut growing back 
with a big smile on her face.  Along with the selfie was an expression of gratitude for the 
work we did. It was as rewarding of a moment as I have had in practicing law.

Angela Rud, volunteer attorney for two years

Why do you choose to volunteer with Cancer Legal Care? 
I work closely with healthcare employers and physicians in my legal 
practice, and I have many years of experience with advising on 

issues that are important to patients like leaves of absence, benefits 
eligibility, and separation from employment.   I want to help provide 

advice and ensure people have a reliable legal guidance about their jobs 
and benefits when they are faced with a cancer diagnosis.

What do you want people to know about Cancer Legal Care?  
It is a tremendous resource for our community and the people who work 
there are amazing: experts in their areas, committed to serving others, 
and genuinely nice. 

Do you have a moment in this work that sticks with you?  
Yes.  I will always remember a conversation I had with a client’s spouse 
while she was at his bedside in the hospital.  She thanked me after I 
provided some employment related advice, and she then said “we have 
heard nothing good and learned so many awful things in the past few 
weeks, but your advice and guidance is a positive in the middle of all this 
bad.”  That really meant a lot to me. 

I have to say it was a pleasant surprise I have to say it was a pleasant surprise 
to speak to an attorney to speak to an attorney 

with such a nice personality.with such a nice personality.
““

””
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DONORS
Anonymous (74)
Leland Abide
Emily Abram
Ian Adams
Steve & Rebekah Adams
Wendy Adams
Sally Amundson
Donald Amundson
Judith Anderson, Harvey Ginsberg, &  
  Maddie Ginsberg
Katherine & Edward Anthony
Rebecca Arenivar 
Maddie Babel
Britta Babel
Kate Baker
Tim & Kathy Ball
Shalu Bansal
Elisa Baral
Jay Barron
Pete Barry
Chuck & Jody Bartlett
The Barbara Bartlett Fund of the  
  Minneapolis Foundation
Kerry & Cindy Baubie
Jeanette Bazis
Stuart Bear & Marsha Schoenkin 
Ashlee Bekish
Lauren Benike
Lizzie Benson
Keith & Rogene Bergquist
Mike & Melissa Berthelsen
Mary Ann Betts
Sue Biagini
Linda & Andy Bindman
Aaron Bindman
Samantha Bindman
Heather Binger
Derek Bjoraker
Mitchell Blose
Jake Blumberg
Valerie Bock
Howard Bolter & Linda Soranno
David Borden
Richard Borsheim
Megan Boulay
Kristin Boyd-Grant
Dr. David & Sandy Brandt
Abbie Braun
Kristin Bray
Matt & Debbie Bredesen
Katie Bredesen
Karl Breyer
David Brodie
Michael Broeker
Margaret Brownell
Brenda Brutger
Heidi and Tom Bryson
Bonnie Buchman
Molly Burke
Jerry & Lisa Burnstein
Matthew Caballero
Linda Cadwell
Sara & Patrick Cairns
Nancy Calderon Fund of the Greater                  
--White Bear Lake Community Foundation 
Dick & Susan Campbell
Katie Capalungan
Peter & Laura Carlson
Alexander Carrick
Tim Carroll
Keith & Rosalie Cavis
Andrew Chapman
Grace Choong
Melissa & Tom Christenson
Sandy Christopher

Stefan Ciumac
Becca Claassen
Michelle Clegg
Peter Clements & Sara Wagner
Anna Colby
Charlotte Colby
Anne Colby
Margaret Coldwell
Matt & Ann Boser Conroy
Sarah Cooley
Dan & Cassie Cramer
Elizabeth Cummings Cervenka
Leigh Currie
Elisabeth Currie
Tony Damiano
Mary Daun-Lindberg
Jim & Debby Davenport
David Dawkins
Margaret Day
Lesley De Paz
Hulet & Marilyn Dean
Amos Deinard
Dr. Rob Delaune & Michelle Gustafson
Janna deLue
Rich & Brenda DeMarco
Alix DeMarre
Stuart & Anne Deuring
Jim Dickinson
Alice Dickinson
Dale Dockter
Debi Dorsey
Drew & Matt Dougherty
Caitlyn Duin
Luke Dwyer
Steve Eggimann & Dianne Van Tasell
Paul Erickson & Julie Allinson
Lisa Erpelding
Alex Eschenroeder & Laura Smith
Emily & Andrew Eschenroeder
Jack & Shelby Eschenroeder
Lee & Polina Eschenroeder
Margaret Anne & Cap Eschenroeder
Rebecca Eschenroeder
Richard & Kelly Eschenroeder
Thomas & Susan Eschenroeder
Elizabeth Farhat
Laurie Felder
Janet Fetter
Michael & Kelly Feyler
Darren & Teri Filkins
Sara Finney
Charlie & Lisa Firth
Ju Fish
Sarah Fisher
Michael & Elizabeth Fletcher
Lindsay Flint & Theresa Kjellgren
Bill Foley
Michael Foley
Pat & Sandy Foley
Jennifer Forbes
Joyce Ford
Doreen Frankel & Jake Hurwitz
Sharon Franta
Isaac Fried
Stuart and Nancy Friedell Family  
  Foundation
Courtney Gage
Holly Garland
Karen & David Gast 
Kathleen Gavin
Ken Geisen
Chris & Lisa Gemlo
Flo Gerrard
Elizabeth Gibb
Resa Gilats

Nick Gill
Alex Ginsberg
Richard Ginsberg
Rachel Gladue
Fred & Karen Gordon
Kristy L. Graume
Dr. Joel Greenwald & Dr. Carol Grabowski
Kelly Grosklags
Ashley & Cory Groves
Arjun Gupta & Pragya Goel
Mike & Mary Haigh
Mary Hall
Christine Hammes
Jennifer Hannan & Jeff Lee
William Hansen
Dan Harding
John Harding
Erin & Brenton Hartung
Andrea Hassol
Dave & Ann Heffelbower
Adam & Mary Heffelbower
Henry Helgen
Peter & Anne Hendricks
Victor Hernandez
Marshall & Denise Hertz
Brianne Hoffert
Ann Hoffman
Paul M. Hoffman
John & Midge Holahan
Lynn Holly
Stephanie & Joe Holmbo
Brian Hols
Alayne Hopkins
Claralyn Howard
Amy Huber
Eileen Hunter & Stuart Krahn
Hope Hyatt
Onyinyechukwu Igboanugo
Mandi & Chuck Isaacson
Melissa Iversen
Fran Iverson
Nancy Jacobson
Jennifer & Richard Jaeger
Herbert Jameson
Sharon Jansa & Keith Barker 
Michelle & Chris Janson
Jenny Jendro
Debra Jessen & Todd Strand
JMT Charitable Trust
LaShaune Johnson
Charlotte Johnson & Ward Johnson
Trip Johnson
Krissy Jondahl
Mary Jones
Gail Joyce
Walter & Amy Jungbauer
Jennifer Kamarainen
Abigail Karels
Ashley Karlen
Darla Kashian
Kyoko Katayama & Tamara Mari Torres
Corey Keating
Kathryn Keefer
Ken & Sandy Keister
Kelley Kell
Stephanie Kim
Kim Kindler
Adam Kintopf & Adine Stokes
Karen Kirby
Julie Kirschbaum
Gene & Pat Kjellgren
Mara Klecker
Doug Kleemeier
Deb Klein
Morris Knopf
Bob & Joan Knowlan
Adam Koehler
Robert & Rita Koehler
Anna Koehler
Timothy Koenning
Meredith Kos

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Kristine Kosek
Thomas Kottke
Rachel & Akis Kourelis
Peanut Krell
Doug & Jean Kretchmer
Laura & Mike Kuisle
Patricia Kunert
Jennifer Kuyava
Joyce Kuyava
Jill Laorr
Michael & Melissa Larson
Bob Larson
Tim Latham
Sophie Le
Mark & Nadine Leahy
Morse & Libby Leavenworth
Kalin LeBrun
Mai Vue Lee & Ka Ying Lo
Molly & Greg Leifeld
Nelson & Laurie Leung
Steve Likes
Debra Linder
Matt & Carrie Lindon
Lois Lindquist
Theresa Linn
Lara Livgard
Catherine London & PJ Mitchell
Stephen & Barbara London
Colleen Longacre
Tim Longacre
Liz Loughren
Bob and Ann Lund
Jenelle Lundgren
Dorothy Lundquist
Sofia Lykke
Richard & Martha Magnuson
Virginia Magnuson
Melinda Maher
Alice Malecha
William Malloy
Todd Malone
Linda Martin
Allison Martin
Tom Mayer
Kate & Scott McBride
Casey McClure
Jetta McCormick
Sarah McCuin
Shannon McGinnis 
Joel McGlothlin
Jack & Peggi McGlynn
Marilee McGraw
Ryan McHugh
Lisa McIntyre
John McMahon
Melanie McMahon
Anne McShane
Claire McVan
Susan & Tom Meilinger
Nolan & Michaela Meilinger
Kristin Mellstrom
Holly Menninger
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer
Julia & Dan Miglets-Nelson
Jia Mikuls
Austin Miller
Michael Millios
Rashena & Roman Molina
Verna & Roberto Molina
Paula & Jason Montgomery
Caely Montgomery
Paul & Karen Montour
Katherine MacKinnon & Michael Morrow
Annie Moser
Leslie Mowery
Paulette Mulligan
David & Maureen Mulloy
John Mulvaney
David Munn & Linda Luksan
David & Anne Murphy
Hebe Murphy

Gus Murray
Phil & Lynda Murray
Walt Myers
Andrew Narog
Kris Newcomer
Nikki Niermann
Shana Nitzberg
Gail Novacheck
Nick & Sharon Novak
Mark O’Hern
Tamara O’Neill Moreland
Catherine Odell
Brianna Odette
Katrin OGrady
Leah Olm
Lisa Olmstead
Matt Osborn
Laurie Overstad
Ruth Parriott & David Willoughby
Patti Parsons
Jason Parviz
Stan & Carolyn Paul
Michael Paulson
Charles & Beth Payne
Lori Pearson
Katie Pekarek
Matthew Pernack
John Paul Pestano
Ferdinand Peters
Julie Peterson
Nancy Peterson
Stacey & Lane Pille
Steve Pincus & Michelle Strangis
Pete & Jennie Pinnow
Eric & Ann Pirius
Harmonie Pirius
Michael & Char Plitman
Joel Poeschl & Jeanne Pemble
Sarah & Steve Poleman
Pamela Pontzer
Rachel & Ed Poston
Ana Pottratz Acosta
Sheila Prax
Cathy Prose
Sheila Rabideaux
Keith & Jody Radtke
Chelsea Randleman
Dr. Brian Rank & Joyce Yoshimura-Rank
Dr. Jeffrey Rank & Elizabeth Rank
Andrew Rapacz
Eliza Rasheed
Hugh Ratcliffe
Jeff & Laurie Reed
Ethan Reese
Lachlin Reynolds
Betsy Rinaldi
Ian Ringgenberg
Glenn & Lois Rogers
Robert Ross
Alec Roth
Abra Ruben
Chuck Ruether
Robert Rutscher
Kyle Ryan
Tori Sadler & Cary Sfikas
Irma Samushia
Erika Sanders
Dr. Lucy Savitz
Justin & Kristin Schaack
Pat & Denise Schmidt
Jill & Dave Schmidt
Dave & Anne Schmiechen
Erika Schuld
Maggie Schwab
Meghan Scully & Dylan Bindman
Jane Scully
Michael Scully
Ellen Seesel
Courtney Seffker
Isaac Semrow
Jill Shannon

Mike & Susan Sheil
Sung Ja Shin
Aaron Shipp
Timothy Short
Anne Shull
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe
Jennifer Simon
Arlene Skorich
Liz Skree
Dr. Tom & Laurie Smith
Eileen Smith
Larry & Karen Smith
Andria & Phil Snyder
Patricia Solheid
Brad Sorenson
Julianna Spadacino
Daniel Spirn
Jeanne Steele
Ted & Terri Steffner
Carrie Stephens
Matt & Abby Stetler
Allie Stoddard
Cati Stone
Lee Stratton & Caitlin Eschenroeder
Anne Stratton
Jill Struyk
Jeanne Stuart
Tom & Sarah Sutliff
Debra Swaden
Jeffrey Swenson
William McDowell Taylor
Emily & Dane Temple
Annie Terry
Jill & Erik Therien
Jocelyn Thoemke
Carolyn Thompson
Ellie Thorsgaard
Jordan Torjesen
Gary & Geri Trummel
Terry Truxillo
Joe Tully
Jane Ullmann-Bester
Ross Underdahl
Mary Uran
Paul Vahle & Sara Meslow
John & Marijo Van Der Vaart
Michael Van Ness
Rebecca Vander Lee
Pahoua Vang
Glen & Kate Varns
Nicole Victoria & Rob Raike 
Elisa Vicuna
Courtney Vincent
The Walbys
Tiffany Walker
Andrew & Paula Warford
Robert & Eileen Weber
Kevin Wehber
Dr. Daniel & Pamela Weisdorf
Anna Weisenberger
Monica & Ron Weiss
Martha Weitekamp
Carol Weitz
Mary Welfling
Bonnie Wenker
Mark & Val Werness
Annaleigh Wetzel
Amy White & Nick Johnson
Judy Wiese
Lisa Wilkins
Melissa Wind & Scott Armitage
Harrison Witt
Sharon Wolfe
Jeffrey Wood
Kyle Woody
Eric Workman & Lexi Lee 
Cindy Xiong
Paul & Lindy Yokanovich
Denise Yu
Rick & Diana Zera
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In honor of Tammy Armbrust
Ashley Karlen

In honor of Britta Babel
Maddie Babel

In honor of Betsy Bangs
Abra Ruben

In honor of Jim Burch
Ashley Karlen

In honor of Stephan Burgeson
Dr. Tom & Laurie Smith

In honor of Cancer Legal Care staff
Bill Foley

In honor of the Jim & Jacqui Carr Family
Darren & Teri Filkins

In honor of Isabelle Deuring
Stuart & Anne Deuring

In honor of Bill Foley
Brad Sorenson

In honor of Kathleen Foley
Brad Sorenson

In honor of Jenn Hannan & Jeff Lee
Heather Binger
Karen & David Gast
Jennifer & Richard Jaeger
Nicole Victoria & Rob Raike 
Eric Workman & Lexi Lee 

In honor of Kristen “Tori” Hanson
Katherine MacKinnon & Michael Morrow

In honor of Linda Hirsch
Paul & Lindy Yokanovich

In honor of Rachel Kourelis
Tom & Sarah Sutliff

In honor of Anna Kuyava
Brenda Brutger
Nancy Jacobson

In honor of Jennifer Kuyava
Kristin Bray
Brenda Brutger
Brianne Hoffert
Nancy Jacobson
Abigail Karels
Kim Kindler
Joyce Kuyava
Matt & Carrie Lindon
Jetta McCormick
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer
Jason Parviz
Erika Schuld
Gary & Geri Trummel
Glen and Kate Varns

In honor of Melissa & Brennan Larson
Michael & Melissa Larson

In honor of Nancy Mischel
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe

In honor of Paul Montgomery
Caely Montgomery

In honor of Paula Montgomery
Sara Finney
Ashley Karlen
Nikki Niermann
Isaac Semrow

In honor of Nathaniel Moses
Sheila Prax

In honor of David Murphy
Leland Abide
The Barbara Bartlett Fund of the  
  Minneapolis Foundation
David Borden
Sara & Patrick Cairns
Sarah Cooley
David Dawkins
Amos Deinard
Jim Dickinson
John Harding
Henry Helgen
Brian Hols
Charlotte Johnson & Ward Johnson
Doug Kleemeier
Morris Knopf
Bob Larson
Steve Likes
Sofia Lykke
John McMahon
Anne Shull
Jill & Erik Therien
Joe Tully
Amy White & Nick Johnson

In honor of John Murphy
John & Marijo Van Der Vaart

IN HONOR DONATIONS

In honor of Jada Pirius
Morse & Libby Leavenworth
Pete & Jennie Pinnow
Eric & Ann Pirius
Andrew & Paula Warford

In honor of Barbara Taylor
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe

In honor of GaoXue Xiong-Thao
Maddie Babel

In honor of Lindy Yokanovich
Jeanette Bazis
Darren & Teri Filkins
Kelly Grosklags
Michael & Char Plitman
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe
Matt & Abby Stetler

IN MEMORY DONATIONS

In memory of Elodie Baker
Kate Baker

In memory of Sean Kevin Barry
Pete Barry

In memory of Angel Marie Benes
Paul M. Hoffman

In memory of Susan Bolden
Sharon Wolfe

In memory of Irene Bonhus
Alice Malecha

In memory of Lolene Borsheim
Richard Borsheim
Mike & Mary Haigh

In memory of Lori Brodtmann
Nick & Sharon Novak

In memory of Robert Cadwell
Linda Cadwell

In memory of Susan Crotty
Kristine Kosek

In memory of David Daun
Mary Daun-Lindberg

In memory of Donna Daun
Mary Daun-Lindberg

In memory of Jackie Daun
Mary Daun-Lindberg

In memory of Terry Daun
Mary Daun-Lindberg

In memory of Carol Edelman
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe

In memory of John Enwright
Maddie Babel

In memory of Kathleen Foley
Paul Erickson & Julie Allinson

In memory of Dan Gengler
Patti Parsons

In memory of Dan Gibson
Sharon Jansa & Keith Barker 
Holly Menninger
Joel McGlothlin

In memory of Ken Hager
Kristy L. Graume

In memory of Charlyne Hainline
Patricia Solheid

In memory of Chris Marie Heffelbower
Ashlee Bekish
Melissa & Tom Christenson
Adam & Mary Heffelbower
Dave & Ann Heffelbower
Jenny Jendro
David & Maureen Mulloy
Harmonie Pirius
Tori Sadler & Cary Sfikas

In memory of Christopher T. Hoffmann
JMT Charitable Trust

In memory of Jack Hyatt
Hope Hyatt

In memory of Garry Jones
Mary Jones

In memory of Dan Largent
Dr. Tom & Laurie Smith

In memory of Glorus Lauer
Elaine Smuder

In memory of Sharon Long
Deb Klein

In memory of Joyce Lopez
Resa Gilats

In memory of LaVern Lowinske
Erin & Brenton Hartung

In memory of Esther Mack-Babel
Maddie Babel
Paul & Lindy Yokanovich

In memory of Jerry Mayer
Tom Mayer

In memory of Ellen Moss
Doug & Jean Kretchmer

In memory of John Murphy
Hebe Murphy

In memory of Scott Oliver
Paul & Lindy Yokanovich

In memory of Sister Mary Pohlman
Tim Latham

In memory of Hans Rast
Sally Silk & Tom Wolfe

In memory of Georgia Riddle Poleman
Thomas & Susan Eschenroeder

In memory of Kathryn Ross
Robert Ross

In memory of Elizabeth Sihtala
Lisa Wilkins

In memory of Wesley Smuder
Elaine Smuder

In memory of John Weingart
Doug & Jean Kretchmer

“Thank you for being 

so helpful in this sea of 

chaos! It is so hard to 

navigate everything”

“Wow, this is just a really 

incredible organization 

and service. Thank you 

for everything.”
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CORPORATE SUPPORT
AllianceBernstein
Beehive PR
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of MN
Boston Scientific Employer Giving
Craig-Hallum Capital Group
Jamf Software
Kutak Rock
Lake Elmo Bank
Land O’Lakes
Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren 
Liberty Diversified International
Loram Maintenance of Way, Inc.
Medtronic
U.S. Bank Foundation

GIVE TO THE MAX 
MATCHING SPONSORS
Allina Health
Dr. David & Sandy Brandt
Engelmeier & Umanah PA
Minnesota Oncology
SFM Mutual Insurance Co
Wanta Thome PLC
Wilson Wolf Manufacturing

IN-KIND DONATIONS

FOUNDATION GRANTS

STATE GRANT SUPPORT

114ink
IMAGEHAUS
Larson Family Real Estate
Minnesota Continuing Legal Education
Slumberland

The Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Daiichi Sankyo, Inc
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Minnesota Cancer Alliance
Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
Shavlik Family Charitable Trust

Board of Civil Legal Aid (BOCLA) formerly known 
as Legal Services Advisory Committee 
Minnesota Department of Human Services

2025  B OA R D  O F  D I R E CTO R S  

Cancer Legal  Care’s board is  made 
up of  people from al l  walks of  l i fe ,  
a l l  of  whom have both a personal  and 
professional  desire to br ing legal  care 
into the forefront of  cancer care.

David Murphy
Chair
Kutak Rock

Matt Bredesen
Vice-Chair & Secretary
Loram Maintenance of Way, Inc.

Kevin Wehber
Treasurer
Refined Sciences

Howard Bolter
Bolter Law

Alex Eschenroeder
Allina Health

Alex Ginsberg
NeoGov

Kristy Graume
Minnesota Dept. of Human Services

Jennifer Hannan
Provider Marketing

LaShaune Johnson
University of Houston, Department of 
Health Systems and Population Health 
Science

Jennifer Kuyava
Allina Health

Catherine London
London Legal Consulting, LLC

Julia Miglets-Nelson
American Brain Foundation

Austin Miller
Target

Paula Montgomery
Gilette Children’s Specialty Healthcare

Walter Myers
Client Community Representative

Sung Ja Shin
Minnesota Humanities Center

Lindy Yokanovich
Founder & Executive Director
Cancer Legal Care

2025 S TA F F 

Our staff  use their  exper t ise, 
passion and tremendous dedicat ion 
to advocate on behalf  of  our  cl ients. 

Maddie Babel
Development Manager

Brent Davis
Staff Attorney

Erin Hartung
Director of Legal Services
ICARE Program Managing Attorney

Rachel Kourelis
Nurse Attorney
Senior Staff Attorney
Special Projects Manager

Laurie Overstad
Director of Operations

Meghan Scully
SSAAP Managing Attorney

Emily Williams
Staff Attorney 

GaoXue Xiong-Thao
Operations Coordinator

Lindy Yokanovich
Founder & Executive Director

V O LU N T E E R L E A D E R

Bill Foley
Lead Volunteer ICARE Program, 
Health Insurance Advocate

Cancer Legal Care has served clients living in 
80 of Minnesota’s 87 counties 

“It is a hard road doing this alone. 

To me you are just as important 

as the doctors treating me.”
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2025
$ 394,765

$ 130,031

$ 18,812

$ 248,750

$ 313,366

$ 1,105,724

$ 744,141

$ 166,193

$ 161,122

Financials

PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE  
STATE GOVERNMENT GRANTS 

FEDERAL ERC  FUNDS 

EARNED REVENUE 

FOUNDATION GRANTS 

CONTRIBUTIONS
TOTAL

EXPENSES
PROGRAM SERVICES 

FUNDRAISING 

ADMINISTRATION
TOTAL $ 1,071,456

NET ASSETS
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING $ 383,878

NET ASSETS, ENDING $ 404,662

TOTAL ASSETS $ 503,841
TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 99,179
TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 404,662
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 503,841

2025 Percentage of Expenses 

70% PROGRAM SERVICES 15% 

FUNDRAISING

15%  ADMINISTRATION

My Cancer Legal Care attorneys were right 
there when I needed them.

Thank you to IMAGEHAUS for generously donating their 
services to Cancer Legal Care for the creation of this report.

““
””




